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Pennington Day, Inc. Awards its 2011 Signature Grant to Sourland Planning Council

Pennington, NJ, April 10, 2011 – Pennington Day, Inc., the 501(c)3 nonprofit parent organization of the annual Pennington Day street fair, has awarded its annual Pennington Day Signature Grant to the Sourland Planning Council (SPC) to support the launch of its Project Sourland Teacher Toolkit. The Toolkit is a customized curriculum supplement designed to assist Hopewell Valley Regional School District teachers and students in their earth science lessons and create a greater appreciation for the natural beauty that lies just outside their doorstep. The curriculum will focus on local geological resources and use examples from the Sourland region.  The Council will begin development of the program later this spring and is expected to  launch the pilot for 6th grade middle school students in Hopewell Valley’s Timberlane Middle School in time for the Spring 2012 semester. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Sourland mountain region and its unique geology, hydrology, and soils will be incorporated into the district’s current curriculum to illustrate teaching points and bring home real world examples from the students’ own backyards.  It is anticipated that students will find relevancy in the lessons and their awareness of local natural resources should grow as a result. Lesson plan enhancements will describe local conditions and how they developed, utilizing illustrations, photography, rock and soil samples, an in-class multi-media presentation on the Sourlands, and an assembly program created by the Sourland Planning Council.  

 Field study to analyze soil types and evaluate water tables has been part of the discussions with teaching staff, as well as a field trip to a local point of interest.

The Pennington Day Board of Trustees felt the decision to award its 2011 Signature Grant to the SPC and its Project Sourland Teacher Toolkit is a wonderful opportunity to give back to the community with a rich program that will benefit middle school children in Hopewell Valley. SPC executive director, Tamara Garaffa, was grateful for the support and is eager to work with the faculty of Timberlane to produce a first class program that the district and its parents can be proud of and something that can be used as a model for other school districts throughout Central New Jersey.

About Pennington Day and Pennington Day, Inc.
Pennington Day has become one of the most important dates in Pennington and Hopewell Valley. Pennington Day's mission is to further the borough's community spirit and identity as a community and enhance its quality of life, while providing community groups, civic organizations and businesses throughout Hopewell Valley an opportunity to inform the community of their mission, allowing organizations from within Hopewell Valley to raise funds through their sponsorship of Pennington Day events and/or the booths they set up, and to disburse any funds in excess of expenses to charitable organizations throughout the Hopewell Valley in the form of annual grants.

About the Sourland Planning Council
The Sourland Planning Council is a nonprofit organization working to protect the ecological integrity, historical resources and special character of the Sourland Mountain region. The Council was founded in 1986 to protect the Sourland Mountain region from encroaching development. Over the past two decades it has built a coalition that unites local residents, businesses, all levels of government and other conservation organizations for the single purpose of maintaining the environmental quality and the rural nature of the Sourland Mountain region.
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